ENTERTAINMENT
['TA Presents ‘Anne of Green Gables’

Turn-of-the-century
musical of family who
adopts a “boy” who is
really a girl.

By STEVE HIBBARD

he Little Theatre of Alexandria

(LTA) is presenting the musical,

‘Anne of Green Gables,” through

Feb. 3. Based on the classic
novel by L.M. Montgomery, this musical
takes place at the turn of the century, when
a family decides to adopt an orphan boy
for help on their farm, Green Gables. The
“boy” turns out to be Anne Shirley, who
quickly charms her new home and commu-
nity with her fun spirit and comical adven-
tures.

Director Mike Baker Jr. said the LTA Board
was looking for a family show so he sug-
gested the original Broadway version of this
musical. “In addition to one of the most
popular mini-series on PBS, Lucy Maud
Montgomery’s story was enjoying a popu-
lar rebirth through the Netflix series, Anne
with an e,” he said. “I knew it would be a
natural for LTA audiences young and old.
Plus, the original 1965 version had not been
done in the D.C. area for a very long time,
if at all.”

He decided to direct the show because it
spoke to him on many levels. “Contempo-
rary themes like child neglect, adoption,
romance, friendship, and life in a small
town, were all rolled into this wholesome,
imaginative, breezy tale of a young orphan
girl who rose from destitution to happiness
in the farm country entirely by virtue of her
pluck and personality. 1 felt it could not
miss,” he said. The show is essentially a 423-
page novel in a little over two hours, he
added.

He said some of the challenges were a
horse, carriage, and endless theatrical
drops. “But with a little imagination and
mixed-media, this musically lush and youth-
fully energetic musical has reached fruition
at LTA,” he said. “It also features dance
within dance, mixed vocal and dialogue
sections, 10 different settings, a dozen le-
git voice parts, and a half-century of musi-
cal traditions. It was quite an undertaking.”

In his first show with LTA, Aaron Eckloff

CALENDAR

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.

has been left unfinished, both
intentionally and unintentionally,
and creates a dialogue on what it
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Miss Stacey (Elizabeth Colandene; front center) takes her students on a field trip in LTA’s production of “Anne

of Green Gables.”

is playing the role of Tommy Sloane, the
brother of Charlie. “He is somewhat of a
trouble-maker, who likes to occasionally
torment his classmates and even his
teacher,” he said. “He gets to do some mis-
chievous things, one of which involves a
slingshot *wink wink*, which is very fun to
do.”

He said one of the challenges is the physi-
cal element of the show. “Our choreogra-
pher, Ms. Cristina, does not cut corners
when it comes to dancing, and she prefers
a more traditional and intensive style of
dance, which looks spectacular, but has
taken some getting used to and was a sig-
nificant hurdle for me to get over,” he said.

He added: “I hope that audiences will be
impressed by the dance numbers, the sing-
ing, the humor, and overall just enjoy a story
about a girl who is just a little different than
everyone else.”

Michelle Ballard is playing the role of
Marilla, who shares her family’s farm Green
Gables with her brother Matthew. “Marilla,
a stubborn woman with a strong moral com-
pass, suffers no fools and sees no reason
for frivolity in life. In her late 50s, she
missed an early chance at romance and now
‘dedicates’ herself to the welfare of her
brother and their beloved farm,” said
Ballard, who has been acting since high

school.

She says: “Marilla faces the task of moth-
erhood late in her life, when habits are set
and rules are hard to change. She’s plunged
into her new role with little experience and
must open her mind to the daunting task of
guiding Anne, her equally-stubborn and
precocious new charge. Exploring her emo-
tional upheaval has been fascinating.”

Tony Gilbert plays the role of Matthew
Cuthbert, a farmer who lives with his sister
on their farm, Green Gables. “He is in his
60s and is slowly losing his ability to work
the farm due to his age and a heart condi-
tion. A gentle man, he is very shy around
women he is not well acquainted with.
When he meets Anne he is taken by her from
the moment they meet. When I started
studying him, I liked him more each time I
met him,” he said.

He added: “Well, like Matthew, I am also
in my 60s and not being a dancer, I find it
more difficult to hop around than 20 years
ago. This is also a much different role than
1 have been blessed with in my past, a lov-
able (I hope) old boy with a huge heart of
gold and a sense of humor,” he said. “One
of the easiest parts of this role has been that
Cassie Cope has made my job of adoring
‘my little girl, Anne’ effortless.” Gilbert for-
merly played Judge Wilson in LTA’s produc-
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tion of “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

Janet Cooper is playing a few different
roles but the biggest one is a Blewett child.
“The Blewett children live with their seven
other siblings, and their mother who doesn’t
feed them a lot, and acts very poorly and
cruel towards them. The poor Blewett chil-
dren are quite frightened of their mother;
they do what she tells them to, because they
know if they don’t, they’ll suffer the conse-
quences,” she said.

This being her first show, she said some
of my challenges were learning what scene
she was in at what time, knowing who ex-
actly she was playing, and learning all the
songs and dances.

As far as audience takeaways, she said:
“I hope they’ll take away knowing the fact
that sometimes in life you have to take risks,
and sometimes even when something seems
like it’s really bad, it could turn out to be
really good.”

The Little Theatre of Alexandria is present-
ing the musical, “Anne of Green Gables,”
through Feb. 3. Show times areWednesday
through Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sunday mati-
nees at 3 p.m. Tickets are $27 to $32. The
venue is located at 600 Wolfe St., Alexandria.
Call the box office at 703-683-0496. Visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

Alexandria Chamber of Commerce
officially welcomes its 2018
Chairman of the Board, Gin
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ONGOING

“Interlude: Unfinished Works.”
Various times, through Jan. 21, at
Target Gallery at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
2. Target Gallery, the contemporary
exhibition space of the Torpedo
Factory, spotlights the artistic process
in Interlude: Unfinished Works. Art
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means for art to be “finished.” The
exhibition features 21 artists from
across the globe, including nine
artists from the region. Visit
torpedofactory.org/partners/target-
gallery.
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2018 Chairman’s Reception. 6-9
p.m. at Alexandria Renew
Enterprises, 1800 Limerick St. The

Visitors should dress in their fanciest ensemble
(that’s fancy for “outfit”) as Hooray for Books!
welcomes back Jane O’Connor. She will present
and sign her final Fancy Nancy picture book,
Oodles of Kittens. To secure a spot in the signing
line, stop in, call 703-548-4092, or email
order@hooray4books.com to purchase a copy of
Oodles of Kittens. Recommended for children ages
3 and up. Saturday, Feb. 10 at 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St. Free ad-
mission. Visit www.hooray4books.com.

Kinneman, at an evening reception at
Alexandria Renew Enterprises. $120
for members, $140 for non-members.
Visit www.alexchamber.com/.

Meet the Author. 7 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Dwight S.
Hughes discusses “A Confederate
Biography: The Cruise of the CSS
Shenandoah.” $15. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Air Force Band Concert. 8 p.m. at

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall,
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