
LTA Announces Auditions for Much Ado About Nothing 

Written by William Shakespeare 

Directed by Joey Pierce 

 

Produced by Margaret Chapman and Christine Tankersley 

 

Audition Location & Dates: 

The Little Theatre of Alexandria 

600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Saturday, January 25, 1-5 PM 

Sunday, January 26, 5-9 PM] 

 

Please download, complete, and bring your audition form, as well as a headshot and resume if you have them. 

Please also be ready to provide all conflicts between January 30 - April 20. 

 

Callbacks – January 28 – by invitation only 

Performance Dates: March 29 - April 19 

 

For questions regarding this production and auditions, please email asklta@thelittletheatre.com. 

 

Audition Sign Up Form: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4AC22ABFEC43-53624349-much 

 

 

[SHOW SYNOPSIS] 

When many think of Shakespeare, they imagine a dimly lit reading room with academics discussing ruffs, 

bustles and pantaloons—well, this isn’t that. Our production of Much Ado About Nothing will be set in 

contemporary New Orleans at the family-owned Bar Messina. Our goal is to maintain the beauty of 

Shakespeare’s language while bringing modern energy to the classic romantic comedy. 

 

“There is a merry war” between the sharp-tongued Beatrice and Benedick, whose playful banter masks their 

growing affectin for each other while their friends conspire to bring them together. Meanwhile, the earnest 

Claudio and Hero’s romance is put to the test by a series of deceptions. With vibrant characters, clever plot 

twists, and a delightful mix of love and laughter, this romantic comedy promises an exhilarating ride from start 

to finish. Get ready to “laissez les bons temps roulez” or let the good times roll with clever quips, spirited antics, 

and a heartwarming finale! 

 

 

[CHARACTERS] 

BEATRICE (presents female, POC), 25-40, General Manager of Bar Messina. 

● Beatrice is a quick-witted, take-no-mess, strong and independent woman. She has dedicated herself to 

turning her family’s business, Bar Messina, into the best New Orleans offers. Because of this focus, she 

has turned away from romance, especially after her one-time fling with Benedick left her jaded. (The 

role will require on-stage intimacy) 

 

HERO (presents female, POC), 18-30, daughter of Leonato, favorite waitress of Bar Messina. 

● Hero is a recent graduate of Xavier University. She is working part-time at Bar Messina while she 

applies for jobs. She is the epitome of the girl next door, a bit soft-spoken and shy but optimistic and 

hopeful. (The role will require on-stage intimacy) 
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LEONATO (presents male, POC), 50+, Co-owner of Bar Messina; Hero's father. 

● Leonato is a respected New Orleans businessman. He is a former marine and thus is known for having 

a soft spot for young soldiers coming home. He is a New Orleans native who knows how to throw a 

party. 

 

ANTONIA (Antonio) (any gender), 50+, Co-owner of Bar Messina;  

● Sibling and business partner of Leonato 

 

 

MARGARET (presents female, POC), 21-35, bartender of Bar Messina. 

● Margaret is a highly likable gossip with an eye for fashion. She’s a bit of a flirt and a great friend to 

Hero. (Ideally, an actress with dance abilities. The role will require onstage intimacy.) 

 

URSULA (presents female), 35-55, a long-time waitress at Bar Messina. 

● Ursula has worked with Bar Messina for so long that she is like a family member. She would do 

anything for Hero and Beatrice as if they were her own family. (Ideally, an actress with dance abilities) 

 

BALTHASAR (any gender), Any age, resident band/singer of Bar Messina. 

● Balthasar is Bar Messina's resident singer. Throughout the show, she will sing music similar to “A 

Sunday King of Love.” 

 

MESSENGER (any gender), Any age, busser/bar back of Bar Messina. 

● Brief speaking role but will serve as an ensemble member, dancer and background actor. 

 

BENEDICK (presents male, POC), 25-40, military officer; companion of Don Pedro. 

● Benedick has a sincere fear of commitment. He and Beatrice dated some time ago, and although they 

were a perfect match and he led her to believe he was in love, he could not allow himself to commit to a 

long-term relationship. He enjoys the bickering/banter with Beatrice. 

 

CLAUDIO (presents male), 18-25, a young military officer and friend to Benedick. 

● Claudio is young, hopeful, and easily influenced. The actor will have to manage the height of anger and 

the regret that comes with the consequences of his behavior. However, he must still be a sympathetic 

figure. (The actor should have the capacity to sing. The role will require on-stage intimacy.) 

 

DON PEDRO (presents male), 25-40, Ranking military officer. 

● Don Pedro is the leader of our central band of soldiers. He was the group's commanding officer and 

suggested New Orleans and Bar Messina as the destination for their break. Don Pedro is gay and has 

a hostile relationship with his religiously conservative older half-brother, Don John, because of it. 

 

DON JOHN (presents male), the half-brother of Don Pedro. 

● Don John has devoted himself to religious fundamentalism. His zeal began to create riffs with his 

family. He decided to join the military to make his family proud of him, only to have his gay, younger 

half-brother join the military too and outrank him. He wants to bring his brother down along with those 

who support him. 

 

BORACHIO (presents male), follower of Don John. 



● He is a devout new friend of Don John and a supporter of his plot to bring down Don Pedro. Although 

religious, he is willing to step across the line for what he deems the greater good. (The role will require 

on-stage intimacy.) 

 

CONRADE (any gender), follower of Don John. 

● He is a longtime friend of Don John. While he shares Don John’s religious dogma, he is not as willing to 

push the line as Borachio. 

 

 

DOGBERRY (any gender), the constable in charge of French Quarter security. 

VERGES (any gender),  Dogberry's partner. 

FIRST WATCHMAN (any gender), a watchman of the French Quarter. 

SECOND WATCHMAN (any gender), another watchman of the French Quarter. 

● Classically, these characters are the clowns of the show. I envision this group to lean heavily into a 

Louisiana archetype. I’m open to anything from a group of country Cajuns from the bayous, a group of 

New Orleans street performers, a group of gossipy Creoles, etc. For audition purposes, make a big 

choice, stick to it, and show your comic chops. 

 

FRIAR FRANCIS (presents male), a Catholic priest. 

 

SEXTON (any gender), a New Orleans Police Department Officer. 

 

 

LTA Policies 

 

LTA is committed to equity, diversity and inclusion. As such, we encourage performers of all races and 

ethnicities, gender identities, sexualities, abilities, and ages to attend auditions. LTA is no longer requiring 

proof of vaccination for cast and crew but strongly encourages and highly recommends all eligible for flu and 

COVID-19 vaccines be vaccinated and to stay up to date on current and future variant vaccinations to protect 

volunteers, casts, and crews in the LTA community and to prevent outbreaks of COVID-19 or flu from 

disrupting productions.  

 

Those cast must be, or must become, members of the Little Theatre of Alexandria at the performers rate ($20), 

or higher if desired. If this membership presents a financial hardship, please notify the producers, as 

exceptions can be made. 

 


